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AMENDMENT S T O TUB CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
1. (Currently Amended) A method fori>Few4iR^ 

vGiidor-nianaged-h>vei>tc-)iy-tool over managing inv entory supply in a network environment, 
comprising: 

receiving a signal from a sensor device at a buyer system , said signa l indicating that a 
minimum level specified for a product used in a manufacturing location has been reached, said 
level measured by an on : hand quantity of said product; 

receiving a demand note from said buyer system requesting restocking of said product, 
whe rein said dem and n ote was create d in respo nse lo said si gnal arid includes a rcfliiested 
quantity; 




querying a local inventory database for a supply availability status in respon se to said 



transmitting said demand note to a local inventory system for said restocking of said 
product when? 

wherein said querying ajoeal Jnvcnlo ry daiabasc indicates that s^sunicienhrcqucstccl 
quantities of said product |sana locally available at said buyer system; 
*nnd 

qucrvintz a vendor inventory sys tem for said supply a vailab ility status wh en said iujeryjng 
nJncgHtiycntorv database ind icates that said reques ted Qua ntity of said p roduct is not locall y 
ava ilable at sa id buyer s ystem; 
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transmitting a purchase order to said vendor inycntory_systenvw^ 
vendor inve ntory syste m .ipdic ales that sai d req uested quan tity o f said product is a vail able from a 
storag e location as sociate d with said v endor, said purch ase or der including sai d, produ ct and said 

re quested q uantitys 

Gheck-sijpply4evels ofsaidiwwfeGt-in vendep^ystenvstoragej 
c ] 1<?e l^tipply4cvels-o(^^ 

consignment; 

transftv'^ notice le-rawWuiyBMystmv^ produet-in 
said-VGndor^t^Ht-^loiage^^d-vcndor waFehetisa-storage -ai?e-sHf fknenl-lo ineeHFequwmcnts 
\ spcei lied- in-Sxwl-parclia.se ofd^i>and 

\* transmitting said purchase order lo a factory for manufacture of said productrwherej*to 

said aucryjng a v endor inven tor y system ind icates that .said req uest ed quantity is n ot avaLiahk 
from a .s torage loca tion associated w ith saicl vgn^^ 
rcquiremeiH^pocifiod in-sweH^nrcliasooRfcTt 
w hereH*s»kl.queryin^^ 

2. (Currenlly Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said minimum level specified for said 
product is determined by said buyer system magtapes \y\\\\ an adopted business ruic.and 
m\pJ*Hietitedvia-sa^^ 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising specifying a maximum 
level acceptable for said product to c ontrol said req uested quanlilv,v >a-saicivcJido^maH^ed 
inventory -toot 

4. (Currently Amended) A storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer program 
code for managing i nventory si)ppiyJjLP* : svidins^ a 
vendor-niBnagod-inveiU'<My4o^)vcr*a network environment, the storage medium including 
instructions for causing a computer to implement a method comprising: 

receiving a signal from a sensor device at a buyer system indicating that a minimum level 
specified for a product used in a manufacturing location has been reached, said level measured 
by a n on -han d quantity of said product; 

receiving a demand note from said buyer system requesting restocking of said product* 
wherein sai d dcnjMjcLn^ ™ res ponse to said signal a n d includes a req uested 

qua nlitv ; 

querying a local inventory database for a supply availability status injpsppn^o to said 
demand nolcwhcreiB-saiil querying^^w$es-so-id-vcnd€HH»wuiged inverrtwy-te^-te:- 

transmitjjms said demaud note to a local inventory system for said restocking of said 
product when said queryin g a lo cal inventory datab ase indicate s that said t^qucsljx l,.qiiaQljtvj)f 
said product is locally ava ilable a t said buyer s ystem:? 
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wheran said querying- indicHates4hal-surricien^ of-soid 
prorfuct- ure^ocaHj^vi&ableat «said-tmyer-&ysteivv r JH«i 

cjucry|iljj.n ve ndor inven tory sy stem for said s upply availab ilit y status when s aid 
querying a lo cal inventory data base indicates th at said reques ted, quantity oFsa jdjypjdM 
v^niM. jgq^»liii^!il^bj,c n t said buyer system; 

transmitting a purchase order to said vendor in LycnjoixsystemjwJ hciisa i d q u er yin g 
a_vejidQr inventory s ystem indicates that sai d requested q uan tity of said produc tis 
gjjglla!^ associa te d with said vendor, said purchas e order 

jngjtidip g said p rod uct a nd said req ueste d quantity ; and 

check snpp \yA e v« I so f sn id ^<x4yc44n vendoF-syHtefn- storage* 




check- si>pply-tevels-o Ksai d -preduet-i n -vendorHvatehouse •storage-wH4er 



transmU<HK^e^e-£aidbuye^ 
suid-vendor^ysten^lora^^ to -meet 

Fequiieinent-s-speei-fied in^atd-ptifGhase ordei^j-and 

transmitting said purchase order to a factory for manufacture of said product? 
whora when said q uerying a ven dor inventory sys tem indicate s th at said reques ted 
quaiitity is n ot availabl e from a storage lo cati on associate d with said vondo r^aklsHFi»ty 
levels-aFC-insu Til eicnNoweet-said i\?quiremtHvl&- speoi fied^fl-^md-purchase-eRk^ 

wher€in-swfct-qu«i=ying indfort^hat-insu-ffi^ are 
local ly-tWH-tebl e-at saicH niyor syste m? 
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5. (Currently Amended) The storage medium of claim 4, wherein said minimum level 
specified for said product is determined by said buyer system in acc ordance with an 
ndoj]Jtt]J^ 

6. (Currently Amended) The storage medium of claim 4, further comprising instructions 
for causing said computer to implement: 




specifying a maximum level acceptable for said product to control saidjrcq ucsied 



7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim J6?, wherein said factory*™ 
system produces said products for use by said buyer system. 

9-11 (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) The mclh odsystem of claim 17 r wherein-said - further 
^uprising facilitating v cndor-maiw^etMRv^ntory toeMaettk-akw-billing activities 
between said vendor system, said buyer system, said manufacturing locaUqnsysteffl and 
said faclorv.w areliQuse,-s^aid-aeti^t^s-4nc1udin^: 

purchase order-gew<a=»tioft and trans m i ssion; 

demand note genej fc jfiohwmd4i=ansniissionrnHd 

invoteo^encmtiojv^l-tffinftmission; 

51134 
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13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) The mcjljQjtsyslero of claim 1? further comprisin g rcc cving 
notificatio n that sai d requested Qua ntity of said pro duc t has been deliv ered lojajd 
mai,yi fqcturing location pursua nt to said dem and noj^i^rtfin saicW^ndop^ maged 
invenloiy-tool-oauses said-vwd<^ystejnto-p^^ 

saiddemanif-noto* 



15. (Currently Amended) Tho system of claim j_3 furth er comprising rcccivhiH 
notification that said requested quantit y of said produ ct ha s been delivered to said 
f nnimfnclnrin g location pursuant to said p urchase ordcr. yAvheFeifH^i^fcndor-mana^ed 
inventory- tool .cttuscs^akWtHttloMys 

purchase ordeiv 

16. (New) A system Tor managing inventory supply in a network environment, said 
system comprising; 



a host system in communication with said network, said host system including 
instructions to implement a method comprising: 

receiving a signal via said network from a sensor device at a buyer system, 
said signal indicating that a minimum level specified for a product used in a 




a network; 
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manufacturing location has been reached, said level measured by an on-hand 
quantity of said product; 

receiving a demand note via said network from said buyer system 
requesting restocking of said product, wherein said demand note was created in 
response to said signal and includes a requested quantity; 

querying a local inventory database for a supply availability status in 
response to said demand no(e; 

transmitting said demand note via said network to a local inventory system 
Tor said restocking of said product when said querying a local inventory database 
indicates that said requested quantity of said product is locally available at said 
buyer system; 

querying a vendor inventory system for said supply availability status 
when said querying a local inventory database indicates that said requested 
quantity of said product is not locally available at said buyer system; 

transmitting a purchase order via said network to said vendor inventory 
system when said querying a vendor inventory system indicates that said 
requested quantity of said product is available from a storage location associated 
with said vendor, said purchase order including said product and said requested 
quantity; and 

transmitting said purchase order via said network to a factory for 
manufacture of said product when said querying a vendor inventory system 
indicates that said requested quantity is not available from a storage location 
associated with said vendor. 
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